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Best language learning apps

Duolingo
The app doesn’t restrict how many languages you can try to learn at the same time. | use

— — e — S

Duolingo to practice Spanish and German. In the app, you can access resources such as Duolineo
Stories, which can allow you to check your comprehension skills as you go. I also subscribehtn
Premium for S10 per month which includes an ad-free experience and downloadable lessons.
Memrise
One of my favorite parts of Memrise is its short videos about how real locals express different
phrases in conversation. A few lessons are available for free daily, but the full program is accessible
if you _s_ﬁribe IW here are three plans—ong month for §9, 3 year for $30 or three

——— o —

months for $19. i
Busuu
When you sign up for Busuu, you select the language you want to learn. and the app helps
you determine how advanced you are with it and why you want to learn it, and to what level. From
there, you set a daily study goal. Premium costs about $6 per month for a year.
Lirica
Wlislen to any song enough, you'll learn all the words through repetition, even if they’re
in a different language. But how do you figure out what they mean? This is where Lirica comes in
ThE: app is tinique in how it approaches teaching Spanish. Instead of traditional teaching I'nethgds;
for learning a languagc, Lirica uses popular music by Latin artists to help you learn the Spanish
\anguage and grammar. Lirica has a onc-week {ree trial and then it’s about $4 per month.,
1. AWhich app is best for learning multiple languages at a time?

A. Lirica. B. Busuu. C. Memrise. D. Duolingo.
9 How much should you pay fora quarterly subscription to Memrise Pro?
A. $9. B. $19. C. $8. D. $30.

“3)  What is special about Lirica?
A. It offers a one-month free trial.
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“B. 1t helps users set a daily study goal.
C. 1t hires Latin artists to tcach Spanish.
D. It enables users to learn Spanish through music,
B

My friend and [ went traveling in Tasmania, Australia last Decem
accommodation, a cozy apartment, not long alter we arrived in [Hobart,

Alter bricfing us on the kitchen’s facilities and the whercabouts of't
our hostess Geraldine resumed her ironing work, which seemed to ha
arrival.
She was ironing what looked like security guard uniforms, and we soon found out that she
worked in a lucuLE_rjggg_._And when she detected the curiosity in our tones, shc offcred a tour at the
prison in her SUV. My friend and 1 exchanged a “this is incredible” look and said “yes” immediately.

As wedrove, she told us about the buildings that we were passing, the Jocal market and how to
get to MONA |, Tasmania’s well-known contemporary art gallery.

And of course we got to hear some background information about the prison. According to our
hostess. it currently holds Martin Bryant, a notorious criminal who cheated 35 people out of their
property. We could see the high level of security from the layers upon layers of wires surrounding the
gray structure inside.

Getting to know a city in such a local way is something I would never be able to do by talking
to a hotel receptionist, and this is what I like best about the apartment-sharing experience, not to
mention the fact that it’s usually cheaper than hotel rooms.

But I'm fully aware of the risks of Airbnb,_which is why I did my homework before booking
online — I checked the reviews thlni_z_lg_-:_:fgulmodatiuniﬂ_ﬂyoid possible safety problems.

That said, it 1s the mutual trust between a host and a guest that fascinates me — the interesting
feeling of building a bond with a total stranger.

. Why did the hostess drive us to the prison?
A. She planﬁ?d_tn/ma/ncﬂhe uniform to the prison.
B. She found our curiosity about the prison.
&\._She wanted to show off her SUV.
D. She needed to offer a tour for us.
Which of the following can best explain the word “notorious” in Paragraph 52
A. Unfamiliar to everyone. B. Particularly disappointing.
C. Well known for being bad. D. Extremely generous to others.
6. Compared with hotels, what is the writer’s favorite of the Airbnb accommodation?
A. It is cheaper in most cascs.
B. It supplies a better living condition.
C. It offers a much safer accommodation.

D. It provides a chance to know local culture.
7. What does the author think of finding accommodation on Airbnb?

: . B. Supportive, C. Neutral.
A. Disapproving PP C . D. D'Dl.lbtf'ul_

The Chinese philosopher (1777:4) Confucius once said, “Time flaws ay
the river—This-is especially truc as th_c novel cnmmwin.:s pneumonia outbregk h
f{;fpeﬂplc in China, and the whole nation has been working day and night to fight
In late January, when an increasing number of people in Wuh
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pncumonia paticnts infected with the novel coronavirus. Huo shenshan Hospital has 1,000 beds apgq
covers 33. 900 square meters, and Lel shenshan Hospital has 1, 500 beds and a total area of aboyt
79. 000 squarc meters. More than 4, 000 workers worked 24/7 in two shifts, and nearly 1,000 large.
scale picces of cquipment and transport vehicles helped the project on site. The two hospitals were
built in an amazingly short time. It only took 10 days for people to build Huo shenshan, and 14 daysg
for Leci shenshan.

This certainly wowed many people overseas. “It’s incredible that two hospitals with 2, 500 beds
can be built in a short period. 1t’s just hard to believe,” a foreigner named Stuart told People s Daily,
In the meantime, Chinese companics have also taken actions quickly in this battle.

"The automobile industry is highly industrialized with strong capabilities in comprehensive
manufacturing. purchasing materials, pruducﬁéﬁ lines and output of technologies, ”_Shi Jianhua,

deputy secretary-general of China Association of Automobile Manufacturers, told CCTV News. “In

this special time, when the nation needs more masks, it’s time for us to quickly respond and
shoulder the social responsibilities.”

Indeed. a fast response is crucial in any crisis. In this special time, China can’t afford to waste
a second in the fight against the epidemic. After all, time equals life during this crisis.

3

3. Confucius” saying “Time flows away like the water in the river.” is mentioned to

- - -_--.-.-—-.-__.'_ -
A. arouse readers’ interest in the passage.  B. introduce the subject of the passage.
C. present the background information. D. stress the value of time in epidemic.

9. What can we learn about Lei shenshan hospital and Huo shenshan hospital?

e e L P e

A. They are additions to hospitals in Wuhan.
B. They were built in minimal time.
~C._Over 4,000 workers worked continuously.
| D. Stuart found them too massive to believe.
10. We can infer from Shi Jianhua’s words that the automobile industry in China

A. had no medical supplies factories before. B. guarantees whoever in need enough masks.

C. has capabilities to give timely response. D. has strong abilities in.manufacturing.
11. What does the passage mainly talk about? &

“A>~China fights epidemic against the clock.
B. Two special hospitals were constructed.
C. Chinese firms acted quickly and effectively.
cB~Time is crucial for people in overcoming crisis.
D
Chinese paleontologists (742 #2#% ) have determined that, about 47 million years ago,
subtropical forests once existed on the high-altitude Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. z
Theg/mmsm, which appears in a_papey published on Tuesday, was drawn based on the

Jarge number of fossils found in the Baingoin Basin at an altitude of nearly 5, 000 meters during the
second comprehensive scientific expedition to the platcau.

A joint team from the Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden conducted the research on
the fossils. By combining the findings and modecls, the team recreated the climate and altitude that
existed 47 million years ago, showing that the central plateau had an altitude of just 1, 500 meters
and an annual average temperaturc of 19 °C., says Su Tao, a researcher from the tropical botanical

garden and first author of the paper.

“It was covered by thick forest and was rich in water and grass. It is fair to call it the ‘Shangrila’

of ancient times,~ Su adds.
The rescarchers have also found over 70 plant fossils, the majority of which are most closely

related to plant life in today’s subtropical or tropical regions.
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“This is cnough to show that the central part of the now high-altitude. freezing Qinghai-Tibet

Platcau had flourishing subtropical plants 47 million ycars ago,” Su says.

The findings provide new evidence for the study of the evolutionary history of biodiversity and
the evolution of the plateau’s landscape, according to Zhou Zhekun, the paper’s corresponding
author and a rescarcher at the tropical botanical garden.

China launched the second comprehensive scientific expedition to the Qinghai-Tibet Platcau
in Junc 2017, 40 years after the first. Lasting up to 10 years, the expedition will conduct a series
ot studics focusing on the plateau’s glaciers, its biodiversity and ccological changes, and will also

] monitor the changes in climate,
12. How did the paper come fo the conclusion?

A. Through the observation of the Baingoin basin.

B. Through the fossils found in scientific expedition.

C. Through the drawing of a large number of fossils.

D. Through the adventure on the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau.

13. What can be infcrred according to Su Tao?
- A. The average altitude of the plm 1, 500 meters.

B. “Shangrila” means a place with abundant water and grass.

C. The flourishing subtropical plants have covered the plateau.

D. The fossils found by researchers are tropical or subtropical plants now.

(4. Where might the passage come from?

A. The Tines. B. The Wall Street Journal,
C. Chinese National Geography. D. The Economist.
5. What is the purpose of the passage?
A. To instruct. B. To educate. C. To persuade, D. To inform.
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When my friend offered me a spider plant sprout, I decided to try something ['d never done

before: commit to becoming a plant person. After doing research and changing my perspective, |
can proudly say I am succeeding. 16

Start with Easy Plants
17 Just water and sunlight, right? Apparently not. | focused my cttorts on easy plants,

whietf have basic needs, and aren’t as temperamental as some other plants.

Rescarch
It might seem like a pain but doing a little rescarch can be the difference between your plant

surviving and thriving. Looking up how much sunlight the plant nceds. how often to water it.
| and if it requires any special care can help you to be a good plant person.
19

Too much water can drown the
and die very quickly. You'd betler m

18

plant, Not watering your plant enough can cause it to dry out
ake a watering schedule to make sure you don’t over or under

water your plants.
¢ Plant | | |
> thf w weeks, I noticed (he plant leaves werc losing their green color. 1 found spider
I Y, aﬂzr i EIl with in;cnsc afternoon sunlight. So | completely rearranged all my plants in my
plants don’t do we .
- ‘ seds. 20
living room to cater 10 their specific sunlight needs. ___ 20

Do It with Love.

R. Plants Need Watering Every Day.
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Y. Create a Watering Schedule,
T what temperature it does best in.
NG Now my plants are thriving more than ever.
o Lake taking oncany major project, it's best to start simply.
G Hlere ave some tips (o take on house plants when you do not have a green thumb.
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Astde by side photo ot a man™s back with a |3-ycar period of time apart took over Chinesc

lnternet recent 'l"s An Ler, 38, Ib‘,‘_l_- 21____“_”17 the Law Enforcement Team from the Dﬂpﬂrtlﬂﬁ‘nt of

Trathie and Transportation in Dalian, northeast China’s Liaoning Province.
The 22 onthe leftwas taken in 2008 when An, 23 a jacket printed with an “carthquake
relict” slogan. assisted in disaster-relief efforts in Wenchuan, southwest China’s Sichuan Province,

24 itwitha picture of him in 2021 when he, wearing a protective suit with the slogan “Go,

Jinpu!”, volunteered afler the COVID-19 pandemic 25 in the Jinpu New District of Dalian. ||
In 2008, 26 a magnitude-8.0 carthquake struck the Wenchuan area, 25-ycar-old An |
to the frontline to join in the disaster recovery and relief work. A photo of him carrying the |
|

27
insulation (A0 boards of emergency shelters was taken by somcecone._ 28 a decade later in .
December, 2020, An was on the frontline again, scrving as a volunteer in 29 of transporting |'
-~ a u - — - |
close contacts of COVID-19 cases in his hometown Dalian after new coronavirus clusters emerged |
|
|

there.
When An 30 a throwback photo of himself from 2008 nexttoa snap from 2021 on his |

WeChat social media account, the then-and-now photos beganto 31 on Chinese media
. |

Winning nationwide applause for his dedicated service, An considers what he has dope as nothi _
. . : : . . o |

32 . “During the epidemic, I'm just onc of tens of thousands of 33 l " g |

: . . ———_N€r¢. he saig |
adding that asamemberofthe Communist Party of China, he felt 34 g hel ‘ |

-

best way he could. Besides, his 9-ycar-old son called An after seeing his father on medi
: . Cdl; i i .
to be someone just like you when 1 grow up, Dad.” 1. say mg, [ !
|

: 35
ill. A. member B. victim C. director D. AN |
22. A, vidco B. photo C. painting D. p{]m‘e‘r |
223. A. dressing B. using C. making b, weqrtm ;!
4. A. printing B. drawing C. designing b cm;trl.ng. |
?5. A. appeared B. stopped C. continued D. dic aSting
20. A, after B. before C. until b Wluflippﬂitred i:.
27 A. walked B. rushed C. stepped B w'ne ;
28. A. Over B. Less C. For - Oﬂnden:d |
29. A. fear B. casc C. charge b. ﬁf_} | )
30. A. downloaded B. took C. scanned D. ":0 ‘D' |
B1. A. cutofl B. giveofl C. show ofY D, :-ﬂ;hf‘:d . | f
i?'?-- A. terrible B. urgent (z speeial D, t:ﬁLQﬁL .! l:}_l
73 A. bosses B. volunteers C. workers D, ;13d T;_.
?1 A4 A. sad B. proud C cmbartassed D. ‘t‘erlr‘ﬁzms 1
'%15. A. wanted B. pl‘clcnded C. hated D, ]ik,lhed paek
f-.‘f;:;"ﬁ“ (10 /88 SEELS o o ],5,,?}3,. o ed
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China has emerged as an

36 (; i
"y o P T VINCTease ) ; : th
revolution, having patented technologieg ;;50 ) important playcr in the foul

- {
average., a Furone: R . — 27 arate P ing at double
ge. a European Patent Office report released op T arate 111a.t is growing ¢
From a very low starting poipy ¢ on Thursday said,
I In the late 2000s, China’s innovative activity has

quickly, registering 38
T ——=2___annual avergee . nd
I}UI‘CL‘.HI . “.rhlch is tv‘r’icc [hg globa] rlip{-w ________3.}"?_.____ ( Erow ) bchCLn 20 ] 0a

. average of 19.7 neree
China over . -/ pereent,
imunﬂ;;: (ln eilunll( South Koreg ip 2017 and, after 40 ( generate ) more tEl;lEé.i%gg
SINg¢ al patent families in 2018 w 4 N S4B, ) Euro
) v HOW stands ; : A ( flee-ee- -4 AR
and -]4':1]'}111], 5 llﬂlﬂhl 01 a par with ( /{

increased VerY
2018 of 39.3

The United States defended 4 dustrial

revolution technology with 11, 9
position.

__(i)position as the world leader in the fourth N o 4t
27 international patent families in 2018, China stands 1n

“Our study shows that Chincsc innovation in the ficld of fourth industrial revolution
technologies has increased greatly, China 42 (display ), by far, the ___ 43 (fast)
development of all major innovation centers around the world. Its universities, businesses, anil
regional hubs (F[1.Ls, #%.0 ) are becoming important players in the global innovation landscape.
said Antonio Campinos, president of the European Patent Office. o

The study reveals that China’s innovation in the field of the fourth industrial revolutn_tm 1S
specialized in connectivity and software, areasin 44  companies such as technology giants
Huawei and ZTE have become world 45  (lead).
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Dear Lucy,

Yours,
Li Hua
e i B (iR 25497
%Fgmiﬁgif%%ﬂwﬁmw%m%ﬂ%mﬁéma;@zmﬁmﬁ%ﬁmﬁxD
ll:f):;n ordi;ary’Thursday afternoon, I turned up thc' next u..ra]kway. Children played in the yards
he block. 1 waved to them as | walked by, delivering mail at hc_:-uses along tl}e way.
ong me mailmen preferred routes where they drove a truck and slipped the mail into 2 collection
iy msi?bﬂxﬂﬁ without seeing anyone face to face. Nnt me. I wanted to be Dutsidc‘talking to people.
That’s where the excitement was. The lady who lived there Dpcncq 1]][‘::,1001:‘."’1(16. “Hello,” she
<aid. | knew what she was waiting for. “I've got your book club sclection, ” | said, handing over her
packagc. Iv about 700 people on my route. Over the years I’d gotten to know most of
Ti?cre w:erc DI;D'.; then by their mail. There were the folks who got magazines, op book after
them, if not in per { their catalogues, and some who had steady pen pals. | knew | provided
book. those wﬁha I'ove . ob. College acceptances, birthday presents, postcards from all corng N
ilmpmm;?lt Sclr vf:ﬁ]?ilﬁm;ke someone’s day. I also brought doctor bills and insurance HDtiCe: ot
the world—the -

Mrs. Dorman at the end of my route got a package from the Home Shopping Network almest
rs. Dorm

al
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every day. She was an older lady, who’d turned 78, and I liked being able to bring a little joy into
her life with my delivery. She got her blood pressure pills and blood test kits for diabetes (HEFKH% ) in |
the Yesmail. Yes, convenient. But | was just the messenger, showing up every day like clockwork. |
Lt wasn’t me who was making a difference in people’s lives. Not me personally. A friendly hello, a -

|

chat with a lonely person. That was the most I could offer.
I dug in my bag for Mrs. Dorman’s mail—and the inevitable Home Shopping Network package.

She’d be glad to get this, whatever it was. Mrs. Dorman often waited for me at the door and we
|

always had a nice talk, but not today.
l!

PERE
L SEE TR N 150 447 ; i

2 S WA L, MBI A
I heard the TV going inside so I knew she was home.

Mrs. Dorman was back home from hospital within a few days, her broken shoulder in a sling (27 ) .
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HERE
Dear Lucy,
I am sorry to trouble you, for I want to get some helpful suggestions from you.
Recently, I have felt I can not see things as clearly as before though I wear glasses, which worries me a lot,
I guess there are two causes making this happen. On the one hand, I am addicted to my mobile phone these days.
Sometimes I even play games on the phone for a long time. On the other hand, 1 lack enough exercise, It is said being
exposed to sunshine is beneficial. But I am not sure about it. I know you have excellent eyesight and you also love
playing computer games. So could you be kind to tell me how you protect your eyes?
Looking forward to hearing from you!

Yours,
Li Hua
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I heard the TV going inside so I knew she was home. I knocked at the door, but no one answered. A little
worried, I pushed it open, stepped into the house and found Mrs. Dorman lying face down in the hallway. Her arm
was caught in an armchair which fell on top of her. She seemed to be having trouble breathing—probably from the
heavy chair. I called 911immediately. Arriving fast, they lifted Mrs. Dorman onto a stretcher and carried her to the
ambulance.

Mrs. Dorman was back home within a few days, her broken shoulder in a sling. 1 was sure happy the day she
greeted me at the door herself again. We greeted each other as usual. “T was watching TV on Thursday morning and
lost my balance getting up, ~ she explained. “All that time I was praying. Praying for you. I knew you’d come just as
you do every day. That’s what gave me comfort.” I realized I could make some difference to their life. It was just an
ordinary Thursday. And that was extraordinary.
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XBERRAERRAL” 0T LI, AR BRI E ERUKE R 2, HE B,

14. C AN, RIECERAAT LIERTHXE LR E T ChEER M), AT ET (i
i), (EREHM) M (LHFFEA), 8k C,

15. D HERCMIMED, IRAE2SCH AR TR B S A— R Bt KB, BT B RAE 4, 700 JT4RA R —
AR, FTRAASCE B2 T 4541 (inform) AfIMREMER . #ik D,

tidE ZER—FEXTFASRRMRAX, M4 TR,

16. G FEA, MR TCAA, RRICEERNA T WMHMEZAEDITE, GIEN “YRME—ES
FERFZ AW, XEA S ETTURER". EX TXHES, BB T 24X HEH,
Wit Go

17.F B4, ABEEHTEANNENEYPAT, FIREN “NHALTEY—F, RETFAFHRHAAT,
B3, ML F,

18.D #74], SEXERH M BRAYFELS LI, BARK—K; BERICH FEEHDESRRER
RINEE, DIEN “HEYEt ARETEY". BN THEX. #%D.

19.C /A, BRF FOKXBSLEHAEY . ARFEHEYEKSFRERRTHICT . REEFHE 1%
KR, BRI EPRERIIK, CIHENHE— MR EZER, EXERFEE . % C.

20.E #%iA], ASCE LS T2, REEZIHY N FRITHE, REABARMEYAERN
FERFE T HERKBIAL . FRUABAET A KA ERRE, UM FERERE K. B
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ERNE EIBR—FICH, EEHRT LW REN/MIFEHZRME LE T —KERKEETERN
MARHEE—ENRE, SRS T AARHXTEMRE , Rh—3ERE0T2008E NI RHRETER,
S RAHT =2 5 aEimae i E T ES,

21.A HEZF., SEHEETH, WAEFENZREAET L ESRE AN 28R , victim 325 #;
director T8, winner IXHE , ¥UE A,

22.B E& &, WIERICH “A side by side photo of a man’s back with a 13-year period of time apart took over
Chinese Internet recently” A &l, ALK ZIE A HIRER4-H8 ), video F4& ; photo B J1; painting HiHE;
portrait H &, #k B,

23.D EA&zhial, MW/ CM “wearing a protective suit” R[5, AL FES B RBEE TP ZERSTH
—FENAE “PIRREK” BRI T, G D,

24.D FH AW, RIEBBEFTA, WANERI)HEREE LEPHEIR A 52021 55 a2 H IR TEa R
Fr#EFT%T 1L, printing IR ; drawing £z ; designing $¢1]"; contrasting X Lt;, #i% D,

25. A BEFhA. MIERIESEA A, AR IRTE 2021 4EF i R HBE , BEBRSBIERE TAEP, appeared HiZL;
stopped {51k ; continued 4k%E; disappeared B, H0i% A,

26. A EAERE, BEFERE T, AL NTSFE 2008 4R HBHIRES , K& FBERR TP, ¥6k A,

27.B Fahial, MRIEEERTA, FHREAS, KENZEPRNRS 5B L/E, walked FEH; rushed 3
1] ; stepped 732 ; wandered 25, ##t B.

28. A AT ARGETEEL A, 20084F- 520204 MR AZIT 1047, MiIZREN 104F)5 , over BB, #U% A,

29.C ZHEZW, WHE -3CHT “the Law Enforcement Team from the Department of Traffic and Transportation in
Dalian” A4, % EENZ T Tz 55 ah i 23R 03501 EMh 2 B L 4E, in charge of 4 ; in fear of F1H; in
case of {B111; in favor of X ¥, #k C.

30.D F&Eahid, WEEEE, BEMZELERE R0 EE&NK - 1, downloaded T#R; took &, K
scanned 13 ; posted W5iH, 4%, #ik D,

31.D EEFFEMEE. BIBIEETA, & HEWIHEE SRR BN R A2 KEEREHE, cut
off H1H7; give off & H; show off B ; take off BRI, &k D,

32.C FHEFNE, RILEFERIA, L8N E CIMSE AR A5 HEHE, urgent EEAY; special
Frealiv, # Co

33.B EAAA, B L0 “serving as a volunteer” W41, E&FIRBUTTHWEREFH—AL, H6% B,

34.B FEEEW, RIFERETH, THEITHEHEHA AN ZLEE] H 3, sad MELEY; proud H FEAY;
embarrassed M BY ; terrified EMH R, Bk B,

35. A F&dhial, MEEEETTA, LEKIJLFRRUGHERAEEXHER A, pretended B3E, W2k A,

B AXE2—SHEAX, FEHRT PEREAFEI R

36. increasingly AR ER|IF . B BHIZ A important, BN “@KHE-----",

37. at KEEA A A, atarate FEHAC, BoR “RL-----HERE",

38, an 4B & 715, an annual average growth &4 “FHIE”,

39, growth ZFMEE LA, BFFIMEK, B average tEFIEEMI &,

40. generating AR EIEHESIF. BITDA A after, HRAEH V-ing B3,

41. its AJE A& A LR, position K218, ELRTR K FITE A4 =4GR,

42. has displayed A BHE SRR 7, RMRE 3 by far "B BRI IE”, AT5AFRIAE FBRTE S8 AT

43. fastest PRAZTILFHKBEER . WAEN “C45H1E, TRELRIE EFEZAH T LPEKER”, 8H

y AN T
44, which ZEEEMNT] . F1TIH area BRRHLANAE, LB FENAEA LR BIA, where FT in+twhich [
£E), #UE which,

45. leaders 4SS E w R e AW AR, FiEN companies, BEEN A& FHHEEIER,
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IRESEELE MG IR, MEARFESEFENERFESTE. FaiEikAn
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IIEEFELFE—EFR " BaokE. TW™E " EIRES, FIRER K12
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EARRAT" FR.
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R, RiHENE LTI AmHREER, BB+ AEEIFEIENERERAE, 7R
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