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1. What is the woman good at?

A. Singing. B. Playing the piano. C. Playing the drums.

2. Why is the man late?

A. Because of the heavy traffic.

B. Because of the bad weather.

C. Because of the basketball match.

3. What will the woman probably do?

A. Charge her phone. B. Leave the house. C. Call her mother.

4. What are the two speakers talking about?

A. A souvenir. B. A place. C. A piece of cloth.

5. How much will the woman pay to rent the car?

A. 200 dollars. B. 210 dollars. C. 240 dollars.
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6. What does the man want to do?

A. Pay taxes. B. Get information. C. Answer questions.
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7. What does the woman advise the man to do?
A. Call back later. B. Send an email. C. Speak to someone else.
5 7 BB IS 8L 9

8. What is the weather probably like now?

A. Rainy. B. Cloudy. C. Sunny.

9. What happened last year at the get-together?

A. No one wanted to play any games.

B. People ran out of food and drinks.

C. People just wanted to stay warm.
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10. How many nights will the woman stay at the hotel?

A. One. B. Three. C. Five.

11. When did the woman reserve the room?

A. On the 11th. B. On the 12th. C. On the 13th.

12. What does the woman request be sent to her room?

A. Breakfast. B. A newspaper. C. A guest book.
BObbEL, 1255 13 2 16 @

13. Where will the two speakers have the party?

A. In a garden. B. In a hotel. C. In their house.

14. What food will the man prepare for the party?

A. Pizzas. B. Salad. C. A birthday cake.

15. What kind of birthday present will the woman get for Grandpa?

A. A scarf. B. A book. C. A hat.

16. When will the party be held?

A. On Thursday. B. On Friday. C. On Saturday.

Vr 8 10 BabA R, 0% 5517 2 20 #.

17. How long is the lecture about ants?

A. 60 minutes. B. 45 minutes. C. 30 minutes.

18. Where will the film The Great Migration be shown?

A. In Theater A. B. In Theater B. C. In Theater C.
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19. Who will host the event Encouraging Garden Wildlife?
A. David Crocker. B. Monica Chaddha. C. Jane Smith.
20. When will the listeners leave the Exhibition Room?

A. At 2:00 p. m. B. At 2:30 p. m. C. At 3:00 p. m.

ZERy BB GERT, 5 50 90D
BT GRS AN BENEL 205 48, W 37.5 43D
Bel i N A S, MEEEFTER 1) A B~ C D PUANZETH I HY i R T
A
Weald & Downland Living Museum
Fun fact
Over 50 historic buildings from across the Weald and Downland area have been dismantled
(#7F%) and then reconstructed across a lovely 40-acre site in the south downs national park.

The collection of buildings represents almost a thousand years of rural life in south-east
England: furnished just as they would have been in the past—complete with the homes, farms and
public buildings. There's a sense of exploring a real village as you wander between them along
green paths, stopping to climb the stairs of a 17th-century craftsman's (I.JT.) cottage to lie on
the straw bed or sheltering from a shower in a smoky, 14th-century hall.

Getting there

The Stagecoach 60 bus service from Chichester to Midhurst stops just five minutes away at
Grooms Yard, Singleton. The nearest railway stations are Chichester (2 miles) and Haslemere

(7 miles) . The museum is on Town Lane in Singleton, reached via the A286 from Chichester to
Midhurst. Parking is free and there are disabled parking spaces opposite the museum shop.

Value for money?

Yes. It's not cheap but it's a special experience that easily fills a day. Plus it's a valuable cause
worth supporting. Adults £14, children 5-17 and students £6. 50, under-4s free, family £38 (two
adults and two children) or £25 (one adult and three children) .

Opening hours

Daily 10 a. m. -5 p. m. (lastentry 4 p. m. ) .

21. What can visitors do in Weald &. Downland Living Museum?
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A. Take a shower in the hall.

B. Stay overnight at a cottage.

C. Learn construction techniques.

D. Explore rural life centuries ago.

22. How much would a couple with their 5-year-old twin sons pay for admission?

A. £25. B. £34.5. C.£38. D. £41.

23. What do we know about Weald &. Downland Living Museum?

A. Tt charges parking fees.

B. It has varied opening hours.

C. It is inconveniently located for bus riders.

D. It offers the disabled thoughtful service.

B

On a hot summer afternoon along the Mandavi River, Shweta Hule wraps her sari around her
ankles and bends to pick wild "weeds" from the river and drop them into a bowl. The plants will be
made into fritters (¥E R WF) , to be served at the little restaurant attached to the B&. B, which
Hule manages in the Indian coastal town of Vengurla.

Wild edible (7] & 1) plants are common in kitchens here. Hule's weed is juicy, which is
found in mangrove forests. Harvesting some of the plant is helping conserve the mangroves, a
globally endangered ecosystem of salt-tolerant trees that stop coastal erosion ({274 ) and absorb
storm damage.

Hule is head of Swamini, a self-help group set up by nine women from a fishing community in
Vengurla who started Mandavi Eco Tourism in 2017. Vengurla is known for its beautiful beaches
and seafood, but the climate crisis has made fishing for a living unsustainable, so people are trying
to find other sources of income. They came up with the idea of running mangrove safaris (¥ %
i) for tourists in Vengurla's Mandavi River.

The safaris offer visitors a unique hour-long tour of the mangroves. Food has also become a
key attraction: local spicy coconut curries, with homegrown or wild vegetables. Tourists are
encouraged to go crabbing, and their catch is cooked and served.

Hule only discovered recently that the weed was edible when she met tourists from another

coastal city. She researched these leaves and learned that the salty plant is rich in vitamins. She
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made her own version of the fritters, with chickpea flour, and presented it at the wild vegetable
festival. "It was an instant hit. This boosted the confidence to include these fritters in our restaurant
menu, " says Hule.

Swamini's lodging house also serves vegetarian meals and plates of fish-and crab sourced from
the river. "The satisfaction after the visitors enjoy our meal is the real currency. We had guests from
London who were so happy with our food that they took down the recipe. Such people help our
business grow. What more can we want?" says Hule.

24. Which of the following can best describe the example of Shweta Hule?

A. Do as the Romans do.

B. Strike while the iron is hot.

C. Kill two birds with one stone.

D. Bite off more than you can chew.

25. What does Swamini offer to visitors?

A. Eco-tours and accommodation.

B. Fishing guide service.

C. Vegetable growing techniques,

D. Hands-on cooking classes.

26. Why were Hule's fritters well-received?

A. They were less expensive.

B. They were traditional.

C. They had their own features.

D. They got strongly promoted.

27. How did Hule feel about tourists' obtaining her food recipe?

A.Lost.  B.Proud. C.Worried. D. Curious.

C

Fruit farmers in Okayama, Japan, have managed to make peeling (%|}%) a banana optional

by developing a special variety with eatable skin. The peel of their "Mongee bananas" isn't tastier,

but it's much thinner and far less bitter than that of regular bananas, making it 100% eatable.
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Scientists at D&T Farm in the country's Okavama Prefecture released the social media- ready
news following months of experimenting with a freezing-and-thawing (fi#{% ) method, which
keeps the banana tree at extremely cold temperatures followed by a dramatic heat increase. The
result is soft and thin skin that hasn't fully developed. They froze young banana trees to -60 degrees
Celsius, planting them again as they began to thaw. This apparently activated an ancient part of
their DNA, which not only allows the plant to grow in Japan's cool climate, but also accelerates its
development. While tropical varieties of bananas require two years to grow large enough for
consumption, the Mongee banana needs just four months.

The first batch - (—ftt)  of Mongee bananas hit department store shelves in November of last
year, but getting your hand on one of these incredible fruits remains a huge challenge. D&. T Farm
only produces 10 bananas per week, and they only deliver them to the Fruit Corner of Tenmanya
Okayama, a local department store. But even if you happen to find one available, you'd probably be
a bit put off by the price—648 yen ($5.70) per fruit.

Banana peel is an excellent ingredient that can contain vitamin B6 and magnesium related to
the production of serotonin ( Il J& % ) . At the same time, it's rich in substances called
"tryptophan” (f& Z X ) , a raw material of serotonin which stabilizes the mind and has a positive
effect on sleep. Research results that ripe fruit peels have a good effect on treating certain diseases
have also been published.

John Guterman, a botanist, says, "And what about shipping? For most of the fruit's history, the
peel has provided protection, allowing it to travel long distances. A softer, more bruise-prone (%
5 ¥ 45 1)  banana would be a step back from hardy banana varieties that travel thousands of
miles. " In this sense, the day we all stop peeling bananas and instead bite straight through their skin
may still be a long way away.

28. Compared with regular bananas, Mongee bananas

A. are far easier to peel

B. have much sweeter flesh

C. are much more thin-skinned

D. have a longer growth period

29. Why is it hard to buy a Mongee banana now?

A. It isn't affordable at all.
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B. It isn't in mass production.

C. It is made for certain people.

D. It hasn't come into the market.

30. What does paragraph 4 mainly talk about?

A. The varied flavors of banana peel.

B. How to make banana peel eatable.

C. How to make banana peel sweeter.

D. The medical value of banana peel.

31. What does John think of the Mongee banana?

A. It won't be widely spread soon for some reasons.

B. It should not be widely grown because of climate.

C. It has advantage over regular bananas on transportation.

D. It proves fruits with skin will be produced on large scales.

D

Swot satellite is scheduled to be launched Thursday morning to conduct a comprehensive
survey of Earth's vital resource. By using advanced microwave radar technology, it will collect
height-surface measurements of oceans, lakes and rivers in high-definition detail over 90% of the
globe. It's really the first time to observe nearly all water on the planet's surface.

The major mission is to explore how oceans absorb atmospheric heat and CO2 in a natural
process that adjusts climate change. Oceans are estimated to have absorbed more than 90% of the
extra heat trapped in the Earth's atmosphere by human-caused greenhouse gases. Swot will scan

(&) the seas and precisely measure fine differences in surface elevations (&%) around
smaller currents and eddies (JiE#% )., where much of the oceans' decrease of heat and carbon is
believed to occur. "Studying the mechanism will help climate scientists answer a key question:
What is the turning point at which oceans start releasing, rather than absorbing, huge amounts of
heat back into the atmosphere and speed up global warming, rather than limiting it, " said Nadya
Shiffer, Swot's program scientist.

By comparison, earlier studies of water bodies relied on data of rivers or oceans taken at

specific points, or from satellites that can only track measurements along a one-dimensional line,
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requiring scientists to fill in data gaps through extrapolation ( #}F#£7%) . Thanks to the radar
instrument, Swot can scan through cloud cover and darkness over wide ranges of the Earth. This
enables scientists to accurately map their observations in two dimensions regardless of weather or
time of day and to cover large geographic areas far more quickly than was previously possible.

"Rather than giving us a line of elevations, it's giving us a map of elevations and that's just a
total game changer, " said Tamlin Pavelsky, Swot fresh water science leader.

32. What do the underlined words "vital resource" in the first paragraph refer to?

A. Technology.

B. Climate.

C. Oceans.

D. Water.

33. What is the major mission of Swot satellite?

A. To explore where oceans absorb heat and CO.

B. To explain why greenhouse gas comes into being.

C. To identify when global warming is worsened.

D. To study how oceans influence climate change.

34. What makes it possible for Swot to measure precisely?

A. The high-definition computer.

B. Advanced radar technology.

C. The three-dimensional image.

D. An accurate map of elevations.

35. Which is the most suitable title for the text?

A. First Global Water Survey from Space B. Successful Launch of Swot Satellite

C. A Breakthrough in Space Travel

D. A Solution to Climate Change
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For making contact and communicating with a person, effective eye contact is essential to our
everyday interaction with people, and also to those who want to be effective communicators in
public places. 36

Generally, in Western societies and many other cultures, eye contact with a person is expected
to be regular but not overly persistent. 37 , causing the person who's the object of a person's stare
to feel overly studied and uncomfortable.

38 . The New Zealand Medical Journal reported that one reason so many young children fall
victim to attacks by pet dogs is their overly-lasting eye contact with pets, which causes them to feel
threatened and defensive.

Overly lasting eye contact is also a sign of a person's over-awareness of the messages they are
giving. In the case of people who try to lie to someone, they may distort (#1Hi) their eye contact
so that they're not avoiding it. 39. But on the contrary, evasive (ki []) eye contact is a sign of
discomfort. Why do we avoid looking at a person? It may be because we feel ashamed to be looking
at them if we're being dishonest of trying to take them in. Evasive eye contact may also a sign of
dishonesty.

However, Scotland's University of Stirling found that, in a question-and-answer study among
children, those who maintained eye contact were less likely to come up with the correct answer to a
question than those who looked away to consider their response. 40 , when this energy could be
spent on deep thinking.

A. This is a widely recognized indicator of lying

B. Constant eye contact is often considered to be rude

C. Eye contact is the act of looking into someone's eyes

D. But there's something you may not know about eye contact

E. Overpowering eye contact can make the other person excited

F. Even between humans and non-humans, lasting eye contact is sometimes unadvisable

G. Eye contact, as a socializing device, can take a surprising amount of effort to maintain
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It was just a typical morning of an ordinary workday. I was at the 41 ,
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on my way to the lab

where | was a postdoctoral fellow. But something began to 42 inside me as [ watched the people

around me-headphones hanging from their ears, 43 cast down, unsmiling faces. They looked

unhappy. And I realized that I was one of them. Suddenly, I could no longer 44 with my work life

and booked a one-way ticket to fly home.

Over the years, | had grown more 45 due to the pressure of finishing my Ph. D. Those who

could have been partners became competitors I disliked and the effect of this competition was

exactly the 46 of what I had hoped for. I began to feel lonely and 47 .

I became less and less

productive in my scientific work. I 48 my breaking point that day at the bus stop. I had to end this. I

emailed my professors, explaining that I had put the 49 first and myself second for too long.

Shortly after I got back home, I started to receive some emails from my workmates-I guessed

they expected me to join them again soon. After a few 50 asking how I was, in the emails many

expressed their stress of academic life. Vulnerable researchers were 51 their heads out of their

shells

(5% ) , seeking help. It occurred to me that we all 52sometimes, and our vulnerability

seemed so much alike that I 53 myself from all that had bothered me for days. Actually it can be a

54 game, instead of one where one side gains while the other side loses. Working with others and

asking for help doesn't make my contributions 55 It means we can all succeed.
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Jigging Taiping Drum is a traditional form of dancing. With its display of profound cultural
elements, it 56 Cinclude) in the first batch (flt7X) of China's national intangible cultural
heritage (FEVISCALIE ) items in 2006.

The 57 C(early) historical references of this art date back to the Spring and Autumn Period.
At the beginning of the Qing Dynasty, it started to gain 58 (popular) in and around the capital,
and then it was introduced to Mentougou District of Beijing.

In ancient times, the drums were played 59 New Year's Eve at the imperial palace to bring
peace. As a result, the performance also became known as the "New Year Drum" by Beijingers.
This type of drum dance is commonly seen 60 (perform) during the last and first month of the
lunar year in many local festive activities, thus expressing people's hope of 61 peaceful and
prosperous year to come.

During a given performance, drummers perform various dance moves while 62 (hold) the
drum in their left hands and a mallet (Ek ##) in their right hands. Traditional Chinese aesthetic

(ZE2 1)) concepts are reflected in the drum playing, all of 63 represent distinctive local features.

In the past decades, efforts 64 (make) by Mentougou District to preserve this signature folk
dance culture. Today, the time-honored folk art of the Jingxi Taiping Drum is being taken up by the
young people 65 is presenting its lively artistic charm (& 7J) on a global stage.
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Having worked at a small food store for two years, I thought I had become successful at what
our manager called "customer relations". I firmly believed that a friendly smile and an automatic
"sir", "madam", "thank you" and "sorry" would see me through any situation. But on a Christmas
night an old woman shook my belief that such a glib (JHW§¥E & [f]) response could smooth over
any difficulty while dealing with other human beings.

The moment she entered the store, the woman presented a sharp contrast to our shiny store
with its bright lighting and neatly arranged shelves. Walking as if each step were painful, she
slowly pushed open the glass door. On such a zero-degree night, she was wearing only a faded print
dress, a thin sweater too small to button, and black slippers with the backs cut out to expose heels.
There were no stockings or socks on her blue-veined (Fi)) legs.

After walking around the store for several minutes, the old woman stopped in front of the rows
of canned vegetables. She looked at the row of cans, finally picked up a can of corn and stared at
the label. At that point, I decided to be a good and polite employee and asked her if she needed help.
As I stood close to her, my smile became harder to maintain. An unpleasant smell of sweat rose
from her torn clothing.

"I need some food, " she muttered in reply to my bright "Madam, can I help you?"

"Are you looking for corn, madam?"

"I need some food, " she repeated, looking down at the can in her hand "Any kind. "

"Well, the can of corn is ninety-five cents, madam. " I said in my most helpful voice. "Or if
you like, we have a special on bread today. "

After a short pause, she lifted her head and said, "But I can't pay. "

For a second, it was on the tip of my tongue to tell her that she could take the corn. Then the
employee rules flooded into my mind: Remain polite but do not let the customers take advantage of
you.

EE:
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At the thought of that, I managed a friendly smile.

Instantly I rushed out of the door with the can of corn and stopped the old woman.
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NOTICE

To enhance students’ motivation in speaking English
and arouse their interest in Chinese culture, an English
Speech Contest is to be held in our auditorium at 3 p. m. ,
Mar. 31st.

Candidates are required to give a five-minute speech
The

centered on traditional or modern Chinese culture.

performance shall be professionally assessed by our

originality,

The

English teachers in the following aspects:
vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation and fluency.
best one will proceed to the final.

Interested? Please sign up in our public account or
report to the union in person. Looking forward to your
active participation!
it}

At the thought of that, I managed a friendly smile.
Then I nearly automatically said, “I'm sorry, madam, but
I can’t give away anything for {ree. ” Hearing this, the old
woman nodded her head, her face darkened and eyelids
dropped. Unwillingly, she put the can back on the shelf,
walked shyly past me toward the door and out she went. It
was at that moment that 1 felt regretful inside me. How I
wished 1 hadn’t said those words!

Instantly 1 rushed out of the door with the can of corn

1

Www. gaokzx. com
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and stopped the old woman. “Madam, Merry Christmas!”

said I, putting softly the can of corn into her hand. For a

second, I could feel that her hand trembled. Without

waiting for her reply, I just waved her goodbye and
returned inside the store. For the rest of my work, the
image of the woman constantly reminded me that while
dealing with customers, it was sincere concern rather than

a glib response that could smooth over any difficulty.
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Text 1

M:Do you sing or play a musical instrument? The piano,
for example?

W . Well, 1did study piano as a child, but I gave it up. I'm
afraid 1 can’t sing either, but I'm not bad at playing the
drums.

Text 2

M:It's Tom, Mum. T'll be home late. I'm afraid 1 got
caught in traffic.

W. Oh, what a pity—you’ll miss the basketball match
tonight. I hope you have your umbrella with you. It
looks like it’s going to rain.

Text 3

W .Uh-oh. I think my cell phone is about to die.

M:Don’t worry, 1 charged mine before we left the house.

W . Thank goodness. I don’t want my mother to worry!
She’s already called three times.

Text 4

M Where did you get this? It’s beautiful.

W.: Oh, I've been to so many places; I almost can’t
remember where that’s from. Judging from the color
of the cloth, that must be a souvenir I bought in South
America.

Text §

M: Welcome to Cars Rental Company. What can 1 do
for you?

W.I need to rent a car for eight days. What are your
rates?

M: 30 dollars a day.

Text 6

W Hello. XYZ Accounting.

M: Hello! Could I speak to Brian Robinson, please?

W .Mr. Robinson is in a meeting right now. Can I put you
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through to his voice mail?

M:No, thanks. T'll try back later. I just have a couple of
quick questions about my tax return.

W.Oh, maybe another accountant could help you. T think
Gina Bowers could answer your questions. T'll transfer
you, if you like.

M: Yes, that would be great. Thank you.

Text 7

M:Oh, look at the sky, Mary! It’s starting to get cloudy.

W .1 thought it was going to be a fine day today. 1 hope it
doesn’t rain.

M:We can’t have our picnic without some good sunshine for
all the eating and games and entertainment.

W: Yeah, but not too much sunshine, Alan! Don’t you
remember last year? It was so hot.

M: And no one wanted to participate in any of the planned
activities. All we wanted was cold drinks. I remember
that the temperature just climbed higher and higher
that day.

W.Well, we don’t have that problem this year. Did you
catch the weather forecast, by any chance? Is it
supposed to rain?

M:1 don’t know. T didn’t hear the weather report this
morning.

Text 8

M: Good afternoon. How may I help you, Madam?

W Hello. T reserved a room here the day before yesterday—a
room for two from the 13th to the 15th.

M:OK. May I have your name?

: Yes.

=

It’s Jenny Green.

=

:Just one moment, please. Ah, yes. Here itis. T'll just
print out the details for you to confirm. You're in room
408.

W . Thank you.

M: And could you fill in your details in the guest book,
please? Name, home address, today’s date, the 13th
and your signature.

W.OK. Here you are.

M:OK. Please phone or come down to reception if you
need anything. Breakfast is served from 7:00 to 9:30
in the Green Hall. and checkout time is 11 o’clock.

W . Thank you. Would it be possible to have a newspaper sent
to my room?

M:Yes, certainly. Which newspaper would you like?

W The Times, please.

Text 9

M:It's Grandpa’s birthday next week. We must have a
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surprise party!
W A party? Do you mean you want to have loud music and
food everywhere?

M:Well, no, but Grandpa will. You know he loves jazz.

=

:OK. Well, how about having it at a hotel?

M: Hotels are expensive—and it's too cold for a garden
party at this time of year. We really should have it here
at our house.

W.OK. I suppose you're right. What food should we
have?

M. Oh, I'll make some pizzas, and I'm sure Grandma will
make a birthday cake.
W: Yes, I'm sure she will. T'll make some salad then.

What do you think I should get him?

M:Let me think. No scarves or hats—I'm giving him a
scarf and Grandpa just bought a hat last month. What
about a book? He reads a lot.

W.OK, good idea. Oh, what day should we plan to have
the party?

M: Well, his birthday’s on Thursday, so we could do it on
Friday—no, Saturday. Saturday is the best day for a
party.

Text 10

Hi, there, everybody, I'm Jane Smith and welcome
to Animal World. Before you start your visit, I'd like to
tell you about a few special events happening here today.

The first event is called The World of Ants, and it's

happening this morning quite soon in the Insect House.

Dr. David Crocker is giving a lecture all about ants—the

different types of ants, how they organize themselves,

what they eat, their behavior and so on. It’s from 11

o'clock to 12 o’clock. At midday, that’s 12 o’clock,

there’s a film which is just as fascinating, called The Great

Migration. This is all about birds and how they move

across continents and oceans. As I said, it’s a film which

all the family will enjoy, and it’s on in Theater C, which
you can see here just behind me, just a little farther down
the hall past Theater A and Theater B—so bear that in
mind for 12 o’clock. It will last 45 minutes. The next
event is called Encouraging Garden Wildlife and will take
place in the Exhibition Room with Monica Chaddha.

Monica will be showing you ways of encouraging animals,

birds, and other wildlife to visit and live in your garden,

how to place boxes for nests, what food to put out for
them and all sorts of practical advice. That’s at 2:30, so

just after lunch, and will last half an hour.
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