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Amazing Exhibitions to See in 2023

Looking for your next culture fix? Explore the must-see exhibitions for the coming year.
The Adventure of Pottery, Kettles Yard, Cambridge
4 March — 25 June 2023

The potter, Lucie Rie, was a key figure in British post-war art. Her technical innovations
permanently extended the language of studio pottery. Her achievements range from functional
tableware to elegant bowls and vases. Rie’s early pots from the 1920s and 1930s underline the
modernist principles of clarity and innovation.
Birds of America, Compton Verney
! July — I October 2023

Audubon’s Birds of America examines the artistry and legacy of one of the world’s rarest
and largest books. Published as a series between 1827 and 1838, Birds of America achieved
international fame due to its epic scale and the book’s outstanding ornithological (285)
illustrations. Compton Verney’s grounds are a wildlife reserve, making the perfect setting for the

show.
PiERE 1 (R0




Love Life, Charleston, East Sussex
I September 2023 — § March 2024
On show are David Hockney’s rarely-seen drawings from the late 1960s and 1970s. In 2017,
David Hockney, one of Britain’s most popular and recognizable artists, painted the words “Love
Life” on the final wall of the show. Explaining his actions, he said, “I love my work. And I think
the work has love. Actually...I love life.”
Impressionists on Paper, Royal Academy
25 November 2023 — 10 March 2024
In the late 19th century, Impressionist and Post-Impressionist artists in France totally

transformed the future dircction of art and challenged the traditional attitudes. They lifted the
status of works on paper, drawings, watercolours, etc., from something left in a studio to
artworks in their own right. This exhibition brings together around 70 works for visitors.
1. Which exhibition would you go if you are interested in tableware?

A. The Adventure of Pottery. B. Birds of America.

C. Impressionists on Paper. D. Love life.
2. What is special about Compton Verney?

A. It’s the leading exhibition hall of UK.

B. It has a history of around 200 years.

C. It’s a safe place for wild animals to live.

D. It enjoys international fame for innovation.
3. How many exhibitions can people visit in December 20237

A. One. B. Two. C. Three. D. Four.

B
Dunhuang, an oasis of culture surrounded by the vast sands of the Gobi Desert, served as a
shelter for ancient weary Silk Road travelers 1,000 years ago. Carved into the cliffs high above
the Dachuan River, the Mogao Grottoes in Gansu Province consist of the largest, richest and

longest-used treasure house of traditional art in the world, inspiring young artists to this very day.
HigRE SF2W (FLi1om0)
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Inside the grottoes, murals (B#[H|) painted with minerals have stood the test of time, still
shining bright and brilliant. To carry forward this painting technique, Lian Yang, an artist-in her
30s, decided to make the traditional art increasingly known among younger generations. She
once worked only on ink and digital painting, but soon felt creatively stuck. Then she learned
about mineral color painting and made it the focus of her career.

The traditional Chinese painting technique was commonly used before the Tang Dynasty.
However, the skill gradually faded from the central Chinese artistic landscape after the Song
Dynasty when literati ( 3 A ) ink painting grew.

“I want to pour more of my own ideas into creations and find an artistic expression that
cannot be easily replaced with modern technologies, although the costs of handmade art are
higher and it requires more time than digital creation,” Lian Yang said.

As a modern artist, Lian Yang does not limit herself by strictly following tradition. She has
cooperated with the operator of mobile game King of Glory, creating works in Dunhuang fresco
style. She also frequently posts short videos covering the creative process of mineral color
artworks across different Chinese social media, attracting many young people.

Riding the China Chic tide, a term referring to the rise of China’s native fashion trends,
traditional art needs commercialization to further develop. Lian Yang hopes mineral art can be
integrated into movies, online games and even the metaverse, an integrated network of 3D
virtual worlds.

4. What can we learn about the Mogao Grottoes?
A. They’re carved under the Dachuan River.
B. They serve as a shelter for travelers.
C. They give young artists ideas for creation.
D. They're viewed as the treasure house of modern art.
5. Why did Lian Yang initially focus on mineral color painting?
A. To spread culture. B. To make a breakthrough.
C. To attract the media. D. To conduct research.
6. Which word can best describe Lian Yang?
A. Grateful. B. Honest. C. Innocent. D. Determined.
7. What is the text mainly about?
A. Promoting traditional art. B. Travelling in Dunhuang.

C. Teaching color painting. D. Making short videos.
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Within weeks of its launch, ChatGPT started a new global race in artificial intelligence (Al).
The chatbot is a part of a fresh wave of generative Al—complicated systems that produce
content from text to images—that is set to have a great impact on Big Tech, industries and the
future of work in a decade.

As an artificial-intelligence chatbot developed by OpenAl, an Al research company,
ChatGPT was released in November 2022, which can have conversations, generate poetry, and
suggest edits to computer programming code. The second half of its name, GPT, stands for
Generative Pre-trained Transformer. Transformers are specialized algorithms ( 5{i% ), learning to
predict not just the next word in a sentence but also the next sentence in a paragraph and the next
paragraph in an essay. This is what allows it to stay on topic for long stretches of text.

ChatGPT is trained on a vast number of articles, websites and social-media posts from the
[nternet as well as real-time conversations with people. It learns to mimic the grammar and
structure of the writing and reflects frequently-used phrases. But it isn’t always accurate: its
sources aren't fact-checked, and it relies on human feedback to improve its accuracy.

OpenAl developed ChatGPT as part of a strategy to build Al software that will help the
company turn a profit. In January, Microsoft, its strategic partner, announced a fresh multibilhon-dellar
investment in OpenAl and said it plans to integrate ChatGPT into its Bing search app and other
products. Google and Baidu are also pushing to launch similar tools.

ChatGPT has reached 100 million users just two months after launch. Despite its sudden
burst in popularity, the technology currently has serious limitations and potential risks that
include giving misinformation and breaking laws on intellectual property Al PR .

8. What is ChatGPT able to do?

A. Produce texts. B. Create pictures.

C. Develop robots. D. Perform operations.
9. What does the underlined word “mimic” in paragraph 3 mean?

A. Define. B. Introduce. C. Copy. D. Ignore.

RBRE BT44W GE10T0D
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10. What is OpenAI’s main purpose of developing ChatGPT?
A. To build company image. B. To improve work efficiency.
C. To offer translation service. D. To make more money.
11. Which statement might the author agree with?
A. Al will dominate human life. B. ChatGPT should be used properly.

C. Al is unlikely to pose risks to people. D. ChatGPT should be extended to every field.

D

Dogs can understand when humans mean well, even if they don’t get what they want from
us. Now, the close social bond between humans and dogs is well established, but researchers
have a limited understanding of whether and how dogs comprehend human intent. To see if pet
dogs can distinguish between intentional and accidental actions by strangers, Christoph Volter at
the University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna in Austria and his‘ colleagues ran tests with
humans offering dogs food while the animals® body movements were tracked using eight
cameras.

Each dog and human were separated by a transparent plastic panel with holes that a slice of
sausage could be passed through. In 96 trials of 48 pet dogs, human participants either teased the
dog by holding up and pulling back a treat, or they pretended to clumsily drop the piece of
sausage on their own side of the panel before the dog could eat it. In all trials, the dogs had to
wait 30 seconds before finally getting their reward, during which the team tracked their reaction.

The research found that when humans pretended to drop a treat compared with when they
intentionally pulled it away, the dogs responded more patiently: they made more eye contact
with the experimenter, wagged their tails more and stayed closer to the transparent barrier,
suggesting they were still expecting a treat. Dogs that were teased sat, laid down and backed
away the barrier more frequently. The results were similar across different dogs, ages and sex.

In the clumsy trial, the dogs also wagged their tails more on their right side, a behaviour
known to be associated with dogs that are happy and relaxed. “They have more positive
emotions towards the clumsy experimenter, which might indicate that they indeed understand

that the experimenter is willing, but just too clumsy, to give them food,” says Valter.
WikdE FSH GLio D)
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12. What was Vlter’s research intended for?
A. Clarifving how humans bond with dogs.
B. Training dogs to adapt to new surroundings.
C. Understanding dogs” sensitivity towards food.
D. Detecting if dogs understand human intention.
13. What is paragraph 2 mainly about?
A. Research findings. B. Research method.
C. Research background. D. Research data.
14. How did the dogs react when sausages were pulled away on purpose?
A. They moved away more often. B. They barked more loudly.
C. They bit sausages more fiercely. D. They waited more patiently.
15. What 1s the text?
A. A diary entry. B. A course plan.

C. A science report. D. A tour brochure.
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How to Avoid Distractions While Studying

You know you really want to do well in your study. Your parents have put the pressure on,
or you promised yourself you would do better. But you keep getting distracted ( 77> ) ! How can
you solve the problem? _ 16

Find a place that makes you want to study. If the books and seriousness of the library put
you in the mood for focusing on study, go for it. If the comfortable chairs and coffee at your
local café are what you need to get through your reading for English, go there. __ 17

Set a study schedule. When you have many subjects to study for, it can seem hard to get
through everything. Give yourself a schedule where you set specific times to study particular

subjects. _ 18  Besides, change subjects every two hours. A little variety keeps you refreshed

and focused.
HiERE Fem GL10M)
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19 __If you find yourself distracted from studying by thoughts about everything else,
spend 5 minutes thinking about them, but then tell yourself studying is your main task now: If
you are tired of study, step away. A short break helps refresh you so that you can stay focused
when you come back to studying.

Go off the electronic devices. Texting, social media, calls and other distractions that come
from our electronic devices are some of the biggest barriers to staying focused when studying.

20 Turn off the distracting electronic devices!

A. Give yourself a brief study break.

B. Go out for a picnic to refresh yourself.

C. The following tips may give you a hand.

D. Luckily, the fix is easy and totally within your control.

E. It’s no doubt that a library is the best place for studying well.

F. This makes studying seem less difficult, helping you stay on task.

G. The most important thing is that the location motivates you to study.
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Hardships often prepare ordinary people for an extraordinary destiny.

When I was in second grade, my parents fought a lot. As a result, my mind __21 _ and ]
created my own inner world during school. I struggled to 22 other kids, but my teacher
thought [ was “slow™, so I hadto be __23  to a special education program, Resource.

I didn’t want to go to Resource. I didn’t want to be __ 24 . But that’s how 1t felt. I'll never

25  the first day the Resource teacher came into my _ 26  and called my name. She

called me and another kid. I grabbed my backpack, kept my head down and __27 _ out of class.

[ could hear the 28  and giggles (M&HE K 5E) of the other kids. I felt __29  and alone.
This humiliation (Z %) , _ 30 , didn’t end all bad. I'll always remember my Resource
teacher, Mrs. Stripling, who was so kind and __31 . She immediately recognized something in

me that [ didn’t __ 32 in myself—the gift to create.
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“You're really good at creating

writing?”

“No,” I told her.

“Why don’t I show you how? All you have to do is __ 34
and put it on paper.” Mrs. Stripling worked with me and helped me

our days. She _ 36

She offered me a gift by recognzing my

planting _ 39
public speaking.
21. A, wandered

22. A. take care of

23, A. moved

24, A. crazy

25. A. expect

26. A. company
27. A. jumped
28. A. praises

29. A. amused
30. A. however
31. A. convincing
32. A. need

33. A. excuses
34. A. break

35. A. collect

36. A. politely
37. A. instruction
38. A. potential
39. A. curiosity

40. A. writing
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inspired me to use my

. returned
keep up with
. appointed

. average

miss
class

looked

. claims

. depressed

therefore

brave

. have

. miracles
. limit

. polish

. officially
Imagination

achievements

gardens

Nnursing
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. ¢cleared

. look up to

promoted

abnormal

. forget
. office
. rushed

. debates

astonished

. moreover

. encouraging
. hike

. stories

. cancel

. retell

. randomly

. influence

. efforts

. beauty

. filming
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.’ she told me. “Have you ever done any creative

what you have in your mind

my stories during

to create and dream big.
. Little did Mrs. Stripling know she was

in my young heart that would one day flower into a profession of __ 40  and

. disappeared

stay away from
invited
mean

recall

. family
. stayed

. whispers

confused

. otherwise
. Serious

. gee

. troubles

. present

. translate

patiently
tolerance
independence

seeds

. farming
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The Three-Body Problem, a cartoon based on a famous science fiction by Liu Cixin, was
released on a video website last December, with 140 million people __ 41  (watch) it in just
five days. Science fiction had been a genre dominated by the West before. However, when
the novel _ 42  (publish) as a series in a domestic journal, Science Fiction World, readers
were thrilled that a hardcorc science-fiction work _ 43 (write) by a Chinese author had
finally appeared. All three books. in the series made __44  difference in China, and US book
reviewers gave positive comments __45  the plots of the story and the imagination of the
author. Attempts were made __46 _ (turn) the story into a movie, and now the official cartoon
has proved that Chinese authors arc creative enough to write good science-fiction stories.

Liu Cixin 47  (he) is an engineer, a profession that lays a solid _ 48  (found) for his
science-fiction writing. Chinese scientists have made so many achievements lately _ 49  the
concept of spaceships and travel to other planets in the solar system looks increasingly possible.
We can tell _ 50  (confident) The Three-Body Problem cartoon sets a good start for the

science-fiction industry in China.
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[ sincerely invite you to join in our Lantern Festival party to be holding at 2:00 p.m. next

Friday on the school playground. You may know that the Lantern Festival mark the end of

Chinese Lunar New Year celebrate. On that day, there will be some traditional activities. Lantern

made into different shapes will be on the display. As a tradition, we attach a riddle to

each lantern. and whatever solves any riddle will be awarded a gift. We will also make but

enjoy sweet Yuanxiao together. The most excited part is the dragon dance performance, 1n which

students will be dressed dragon costumes and dance to the drums. Please let me know if

he can come.
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I sincerely invite you to join in our Lantern Festival party to be holding at 2:00 p.m. next
held
Friday on the school playground. You may know that the Lantern Festival mark the end of
marks
Chinese Lunar New Year celebrate. On that day, there will be some traditional activities. Lantern
celebration(s) Lanterns
made into different shapes will be on ﬁ}e\ display. As a tradition, we attach a riddle to

cach lantern, and whatever solves any nddle will be awarded a gift. We will also make but
whoever and

enjoy sweet Yuanxiao together. The most excited part is the dragon dance performance, in which

exciting
students will be dressed /\ dragon costumes and dance to the drums. Please let me know if
in
he can come.
you
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