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It was an ordinary summer afternoon when I first found out about my grandpa’s 1 garden.

That day, after school, instead of walking straight home, I decided to visit my grandpa, who lived
just a few blocks away.

When I got there, I saw the front door was slightly open. I pushed it open but found nobody.
Curiosity and 2 mixed within me as [ ventured inside and noticed the backdoor wide open,
leading to a path I'"d never 3 before. There it was—a breathtaking garden, filled with flowers
of all shapes and colors, greenery stretching out as far as my eyes could see. I walked 4 |
marveling at the beautiful spectacle. Suddenly, I heard a rustling sound from a nearby bush, followed
by a soft and familiar voice.

“I'didn’t 5 you to find this place, my dear,” my grandpa said, emerging from behind the
green leaves with a broad smile, holding a watering can.

6 by the beauty of the garden, I just stood there, taking in the view. After what felt like
forever, I asked, “Grandpa, why didn’t you tell me about this place?”

He shrugged and replied, “I wanted ittobea 7 | something you could discover on your
own. It’s more special that way, don’t you think?”

Since that day, we would spend hours in the garden, tending to the flowers, sharing stories, and
enjoying each other’s 8 . That garden, which I discovered __ 9 |, became our playground,
a shelter of peace in the midst of our bustling city lives.

Looking back now, I realize that the greatest thing I found in that garden was not the beautiful

scenery, but the precious memories and 10 I built with my grandpa.

1. A. tiny B. secret C. romantic D. natural
2. A. concern B. relaxation C. delight D. excitement
3. A appreciated B. doubted C. noticed D. recognized
4. A. home B. back C. away D. further
5. A. expect B. hope C. allow D. tell
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6. A. Disturbed B. Attracted C. Angered D. Amused

7. A. mystery B. gift C. challenge D. wonder
8. A. garden B. company C. greeting D. memories
9. A. as usual B. in particular C. on purpose D. by chance
10. A. peace B. balance C. bond D. trust
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Many people miss out on learning opportunities because they let their feelings get in the way. They
refuse 11 (learn) or ignore what is said because of who the speaker is. it is true that we cannot
help 12~ (dislike) some people. But do not forget you can still learn from them. Active learners
do not judge people 13 (base) on first impressions or personal feelings. Instead, they separate
the message from the messenger.
B
A person with a photographic memory could remember every detail of a picture, a book or an
event many years later, but it has not been proved 14  there are people who really have
photographic memories. Yet, there are some people who do have 15 (amaze) memories. For
example, Daniel Tammet can remember the first 22,514 digits of pi () and Stephen Wiltshire can draw
a detailed picture of a city from memory after flying over it in a helicopter. They are both good
16 remembering particular things for a limited time.
C
Most gardeners will probably say gardening 17 (be) good for you. According to a study,
people who garden havea 18 (healthy) diet, get more exercise, and feel less stress.
Researchers studied the benefits of gardening in shared community gardens 19 people work
together. They suggest gardening may reduce stress because it exposes people to nature, while
community gardens also provide 20  (chance) for social interaction. Therefore, they hope the
results will encourage doctors and government leaders to regard community gardens as a vital part of

the public health system.
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A
Often, there is a false idea that one must be “in-the-know” to truly appreciate artworks.
However, fine art opens the door to everyone. Learning how to look at and understand artworks
requires us to take the time to view, identify and think.
Look at the Art
As the first step, it’s necessary to take a moment to identify the artwork’s general features:
e [s it a painting, sculpture or craftwork?

e Does it appear chaotic (V&#L 1) or organized?

® Are the colors bright or soft?

Identify the Art and Artist

Knowing when or how the artwork was made and learning something about the artist can reveal
more context. We all know the famous painting Guernica is a masterpiece created by Picasso in
1937. However, if we can find out Picasso composed the painting to reflect a bombing during the
Spanish Civil War, we’ll know more about its anti-war meaning.

Even if the historical context of an artwork is not obvious, knowing the year of its creation offers
more context.

Think About the Meaning

Use what you observed in the first two steps to think about meanings the artwork could have.

Consider what the title, the subjects, or the symbols meant to the artist when he or she created
the artwork. What do the colors say about the artist, and how do they apply to the subjects in the art?
For example, the owls in Lebo’s works represent wisdom, but why are they so brightly colored?

In addition, ask how the art makes you feel. Many artists have specific meanings behind their
art, but also encourage viewers to come up with their own explanations. Still, every explanation is
not automatically correct, which is why the techniques described above are helpful in finding clues.

The next time you’re admiring a work of art, keep these techniques in mind, and its meaning
may unfold before your eyes.

21. What is the first step when viewing art?
A. Doing some research on the artist.
B. Being “in-the-know” about the work
C. Identifying the work’s general features
D. Knowing the year of an artwork’s creation
22. When thinking about the meaning of an artwork, you should
A. explain it freely B. choose a title for it
C. describe it to the viewers D. ask how it makes you feel

23. The passage is probably written for
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A. museum staff B. gallery visitors
C. professional artists D. exhibition organizers
B
Anuar Abdullah has always had a special feeling for the ocean. In the 1980s, he settled in
Perhentian as a diving instructor and fell in love with corals. Twice daily, he went out to sea, staying
underwater for as long as his oxygen supply allowed. He learned the shapes and textures (8(3) of
coral reefs long before he knew their Latin names. He studied the living conditions—the water
temperature, the sunshine, the diversity(Z #£14) of ocean life—and saw how just one of those
factors could bring about large-scale death.
Abdullah spent two decades experimenting with how to grow coral reefs in the ocean. He didn’t
have a degree in marine (#7£1]) biology or a research lab, but he had his own ways. Almost all the

materials he used to grow corals came directly from the ocean. He didn’t use steel pipes or bricks—
which he couldn’t afford—instead, he gathered rocks from the seafloor, piling them so they wouldn’t
be knocked down by tidal waves. While others might depend on a lab to break live coral into pieces
that were in turn used for growing, he searched for broken pieces of coral in existing reefs and fixed
them to the rocks using animal-friendly glue. When he needed other materials, he started by
searching the beach for waste.

Every day, the locals saw him on his knees examining corals in the ocean. Sometimes, he picked
up a rock to which he had fixed a piece of coral several weeks earlier, and said very quietly, “My

little acropora (& ffi KIHH), how are you doing today?” The locals whispered about how he’d spent

days in the water speaking to corals as if they were people. “Everyone thought I was stupid,” said
Abdullah, “But I knew I was doing the most important thing in the world.”

Actually, Abdullah was right. Now, in a world rapidly losing its coral reefs to climate change and
environmental damage, he has become an increasingly influential expert on how to bring them back
to life. Thousands have traveled from around the world to learn from Abdullah how to grow corals,
with some eventually leaving their jobs to join his projects full time. With his 700 active volunteers,
he has already saved about 125 acres of coral reefs.

24. Abdullah went out to sea twice daily to

A. study coral reefs B. have diving training

C. check his oxygen supply D. share his feelings for the sea
25. Abdullah’s way of growing corals is

A. eco-friendly and practical B. traditional and indirect

C. high-tech and affordable D. scientific and expensive

26. From the passage we know that Abdullah
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A. searched for waste to make a living
B. received a degree in marine biology
C. talked to everyone about coral reefs
D. became an expert on coral protection
27. What can we learn from the story?
A. Anyone with a dream is amazing.
B. Achievement provides true pleasure.
C. An individual can make a difference.
D. The strong man is strongest when alone.
C
Episodic memory (1% 5tit/{Z) allows humans to revisit past personal experiences in their minds,
and it was once thought to be a special skill of humans. Although there are still arguments about the
extent of this type of memory in non-human animals, scientists have proved that creatures like rats
and dogs can pass tests that are developed to assess episodic memory over the past two decades.
“Curiously, there 1s a lack of research investigating dolphins’ episodic memory,” University of
Cambridge cognitive (WA %)) scientist James Davies says. Therefore, this surprising fact
encourages him to fill this gap.
The team used “where” and “who” questions in their research, each on a different test. Each

dolphin was first trained to retrieve a ball from the water, and then trained to get a ball by

approaching a person holding it in front of them while ignoring an empty-handed person standing at
a different spot. During this training, the locations were randomized (fi i #/l.{4,) and the person

holding the ball differed each time, so that those details were irrelevant to learning the retrieving
behavior. Then, for the tests, the dolphins were asked to retrieve the ball as they had learned to do,
but after 10 minutes, something changed-this time, the ball couldn’t be seen, as it was now behind
one of the two people’s backs. In the “where” tests, the ball was hidden in the same spot as in the
training, but both people had been changed, while in the “who” tests, the locations of the people
changed but the ball remained with the person who’d had it previously.

Eight dolphins went through each of the two tests, separated by at least 48 hours. All the
dolphins got it right in choosing the correct spot on the “where” experiments, and seven achieved
success on the “who” experiments.

Kelly Jaakkola, a psychologist, says that based on their cognitive skills, dolphins are a good
candidate for having episodic-like memory, and this study goes really far in showing that. She also
says, “The more we look for such capabilities in non-human animals, the more species we’ll likely

find them in.” She adds, “An exciting question is therefore ‘Where do we draw that line? Which
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animals do have it, which animals don’t, and what sort of cognitive or neurological or social
characteristics do those animals share?’ That’s going to be the fun part of the game.”
28. What does the underlined word “retrieve” in Paragraph 2 probably mean?

A. Get. B. Move. C. Throw. D. Play.
29. What does Paragraph 2 mainly talk about?

A. The locations of the people involved in the tests.

B. The memory tasks that dolphins need to perform.

C. The ability of dolphins to communicate with humans.

D. The dolphins’ characteristics related to their memory processing.
30. What can be inferred from the passage?

A. Dolphins pass the tests as a result of training.

B. It is very likely that dolphins are affected by people during the tests.

C. Scientists will probably find episodic memory in all non-human animals.

D. The influence of dolphins’ familiarity with a location or a person is avoided.
31. Which would be the best title for the passage?

A. Dolphins Are the Most Intelligent Animals

B. Dolphins May Remember Personal Experiences

C. Episodic Memory Is Important for Humans and Animals

D. A Scientific Method Is Used to Study Dolphins’ Memory

D

After years of blue-collar(i#4i)jobs being replaced by machines, advanced chatbots are now
y

breathing down white collars. Generative Al tools, such as ChatGPT, have made impressive progress
in generating human-sounding language and understanding context. So much so that humans are no
match for them in some tasks. Up to 300 million full-time jobs could be lost around the world, which
1s as much as 18% of the global workforce.

A recent study by OpenAl, the creator of ChatGPT, looked at the potential for automation across
1,016 jobs. Humans and Al separately rated how well software powered by large-language models,
which are trained on a sea of information from the Internet and then reacted quickly to specific
functions, could perform 19,000 tasks involved in the jobs. If the software was considered able to
reduce the time it takes humans to complete the task by at least half, without a drop in quality, the
task was considered ready for Al replacement. For other tasks, the company imagined additional
software that could be added to the model, such as computer tools that can automatically pull fresh
data from the Internet. They found that 80% of Americans could have at least 10% of their work
tasks done by advanced Al tools. The figure rises to 50% of tasks for around 19% of workers.

This automation should not be feared. It could free workers from repeated tasks, contributing to
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greater productivity. A study published on April 5 suggests that generative Al could bring about
sweeping changes to the global economy. As these tools could drive a 7% increase in global GDP
and lift productivity by 1. 5 percentage points over a 10-year period.

But studies like this may overstate the potential for automation, ignoring some tacit skills(fz 4
$HE)in professions they know less about. Human qualities important for some jobs, such as empathy
or charisma(/& 74 77), will be overlooked. And not all tasks capable of being carried out by Al should
be: a man in love should feel it a shame for using it to write a love letter to his beloved girlfriend
however touching and sincere it may sound.

Many businesses are also not willing to accept Al. And those who have already accepted it are at
the risk of practical and legal(7:13: /) confusion. When chatbots do not know what to say, they often
talk nonsense. The “creative” output they produce is based on a mixture of data sourced from the
Internet, raising issues around accuracy, privacy and intellectual property (%115 7=4%).

While much is unknown about how generative Al will influence the world economy and society,
and it will take time to play out, there are clear signs that the effects could be profound. But in the
real world, Al tools will still need handlers. That may even end up creating new jobs.

32. What is the function of Paragraph 1?

A. To show the popularity of Al tools.

B. To give examples of using generative Al tools.

C. To draw readers’ attention to the possible threat of Al.

D. To compare the impacts of Al on blue and white collars.
33. According to the study by OpenAl, Al can replace humans when

A. it can perform certain creative tasks

B. automation is powered by large-language models

C. it develops important human qualities like empathy

D. Al tools improve productivity without damaging quality
34. The author would probably agree that

A. Al tools may help increase employment

B. Al will eventually take over human jobs

C. Al and automation do more harm than good

D. human qualities are not necessary for automation
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Nicholas Epley, a behavioural scientist, and I conducted a series of studies and concluded that
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kind acts as simple as buying a cup of coffee for someone can promote a person’s happiness.
Everyday life affords many opportunities for such actions, yet people do not always catch them.
3B

We firstly studied acts of kindness done for familiar people such as friends, classmates or
family. 36 For instance, in one experiment, people wrote notes to friends and family “just
because”. In another, they gave cupcakes away to workmates. Across these experiments, we asked
both the person performing a kind act and the one receiving it to fill out questionnaires (1] %5).

Across our studies, several strong patterns appeared. For one, both performers and receivers of
the acts of kindness were in more positive moods than normal after these kind acts. 37  The
receivers felt significantly better than the kind actors expected. The receivers also reliably rated these
acts as “bigger” than the people performing them did.

38 In one experiment, participants at an ice-skating rink (& #K3%) in a public park
gave away hot chocolate to people they didn’t know on a cold winter day. Again, the experience was
more positive than the performers expected for the receivers. Although the people giving out the hot
chocolate saw the act as relatively small, it really mattered to the receivers.

These findings suggest that what might seem small when we are deciding whether or not to do
something nice for someone else could matter a great deal to the person we do it for, These warm
acts can improve our own emotional health and brighten the day of another person. 39
A. So why not choose kindness when we can?

B. For another, it was clear that performers undervalued their impacts.

C. From one situation to the next, the specific acts of kindness differed.

D. We found that participants didn’t realize their positive impacts on strangers as well.

E. Our research also revealed one reason why people may not realize their actions’ impacts.

F. We compared the performers’ expectation of the receivers’ moods with their actual experiences.

G. It is because people performing kind acts undervalue how much receivers value their behaviour.
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assume  concentrate ~ approach emotional recommend

input  be honoured to work out reflect on brush up on

40. To increase your knowledge of English beyond the classroom, I would that you try
simplified classic literature.

41. After the failure, they decided to do it using a new
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42. T can’t with all that noise going on.

43. It is generally that stress is caused by too much work.

44. Mothers are often the ones who provide support for the family.

45. Before the English exam, you need to some language points.

46. Yao Ming said he receive the recognition from the International Basketball
Federation .

47. The start of a new year is a good time to your achievement of the past year.
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I don’t think memorizing the word list is the best way to learn words. First, you should learn
wordsin 48 . For example, when reading English stories, try to keep reading on even when you
come across some new words. A lot of time, you’ll be able to guess the meaning ofan 49  word
without looking it up. Also, you should learn wordsin 50 . For example, we say “open the book”,

but “turn on the computer”. Or we say “eat an apple”, but “ 51 the medicine”.
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Dear Jim,

Yours,

Li Hua
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Dear Jim,

I’m sorry to hear that you are struggling with your memory. Don't worry because it is natural for people to forget

what we learnt yesterday. But we do have some practical ways to improve it. Here I would like to give you some

suggestions.

When acquiring new knowledge, you should try to connect it with what you have already known. Retelling what

you have learnt to a few others is a good way to remember something new.

Moreover, one of the golden rules to increase how much you remember is to review the material periodically,

especially during the first day after learning. By doing this, you will build stronger memories.

As for memorising detailed learning materials, you simply need to focus on the important ideas and be curious

about what you learn. For example, you can keep asking questions about what you learn.

Hope my suggestions will be helpful for you and you will be confident with your memory. If you have any other

questions, do let me know.

Yours,
Li Hua
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