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5 . How much is the shirt?
A.£19.15. B.£9.18. C.£9.15.

ERE C,
1. What does the woman dislike about the suit?

A. Its size. B. Its color. C. Its style.
2. What will the weather be like in the afternoon?

A. Windy. B. Rainy. C. Sunny.
3. Where did the man hurt his finger?

A. In the kitchen. B. In the garden. C. In the competition.
4. What happened to the man last week?

A. He moved house. B. He was away on business. C. He lost his phone. .
5. What are the speakers mainly talking about?

A.The man’s salary. B. The man’s performance.  C. The man’s company.
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6. Who is the man trying to call?
A. Tom White, B. David White. C. David Smith.
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7. What will the man most probably do next?
A. Meet a friend. B. Check the number. C. Leave a messzage.
W5 7 Bobbat, RS 8.9 &,
8. What does the woman advise the man to do|with the books?
A. Donate them to those in need.
B. Sell them to other students.
C. Keep them for future use.
9. What does the woman think of the books?
A. They are still useful. B. They’ re too expensive. C. They’ re in good condition.
W75 8 Bebh i, [M5E 10 E 12 &,
10. How much is the second meal option per week?
A.£70. B. £90. C. £80.
11. Which option does the man choose?
A. Luxury Meals. B. Family Meals. C. Meals for Two.
12. When will the man receive his first delivery?
A. On Tuesday. B. On Thursday. C. On Friday.
rsE 9 Beidh, B 13 16 &,
13. What is the plan for changes to the city centre about?
A.To change buses in the city centre.
B. To ban cars from the city centre.
C. To keep bikes out of the city centre.
14. What is the woman’ s attitude towards the plan?
A. Supportive. B. Uncertain. C. Disapproving.

15. What happened in the town where a trial was done?
A. The shop sales were down.

B. The air quality improved.:
C. Traffic conditions got better.
16. What does the man think the government should do?
A. Improve public transport. B. Promote clean energy. C. Lower transport fees.
W5 10 Bt el , &S 17 £20 &,
17. What is known about the exploration?
A. 120 pupils joined in it.
B. It lasted for three days.
C. It occurred in November.
18. What happened to the exploration team on'the first day?
A. They got to the first campsite late.
B. They cooked their food-before dark.
C. They set up their tents before 7 pm.
19. When did .the groups get to their second campsite?

A. After 7 pm. B. Before 3 pm. C. Before 4 pm.
20. How did pupils find their last day of the exploration?
A. Adventurous. B. Enjoyable. C. Tiring.
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Multi-City Vacation Sale
Route ] : Dublin & Edinburgh
Ireland and Scotland may be close, but the two countries couldn’t be more different. From
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cosmopolitan Dublin to historic Edinburgh, experience.the best of two capital cities on this 6- or 8-
night extravaganza (#E#X) | See ancient texts at Trinity College, climb up the hill of Edinburgh
Castle, and of course laste some of the best beer on the planet.

Route Il : Lisbon, Seville & Madrid

This exciting 8-night adventure will introduce you to the fascinating cities of the Iberian
Peninsula, including several UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
Route Il : Central Europe Classic: Budapest, Vienna & Prague

Experience three of Central Europe’s most beautiful cities on this 6-night vacation. See the
two different sides of Budapest, and have a look at the palaces in Vienna.
Route IV : Ireland & Scotland

Spend 10, 12 or 14 nights traveling across Ireland and Scotland. Stay in comfortable bed,
have breakfasts and explore cities, the countryside and coast in your own car. This Celtic adventure
is totally up to you!

ROUTES PRICE % PER PERSON
Dublin & Edinburgh $1,322— $1,222
Lisbon, Seville & Madnd $1,378— $1,278
Central Europe Classic: Budapest, Vienna & Prague $1,499— §1,399
rsland & Scotland $1,568— $1,468

* Vacation is round-trip, per person, based on 2itravelers from John F Kennedy Intl (JFK).
Includes airfare & airport taxes, hotels, car rental,sdeparture transfer, tours and daily breakfast.
* $100 off per person before 02/28/2024.
21. Which route allows you to enjoy some of the world’ s well-known beer?

A. Route [. B. Route II. C. Route II. D. Route [V.
22. What makes Route [V different from the others?

A. Travelling across Ireland. B. Exploring different cities.

C. Adventuring in your own vehicle. D. Knowing more about UNESCO.

23. What do the routes have in common?
A. The travellers can choose how long to stay.
B. The travellers can enjoy a discount before a certain date.
C. The travellers are offered all kinds of food.
D. The travellers have access to completely different performances.
B

Kelly McKernan, a 37-year-old artist from Tennessee, is known for her striking paintings
featuring energetic female figures. However, McKeman now faces a threat: artificial intelligence
(AI). About a year ago, she noticed online images that were remarkably similar to her own work.
She discovered that some companies were using Al systems to generate similar images by training
software programs with artists’ original works.

McKeman expressed her dissatisfaction, stating, “I did not give permission for my name or
artwork to be used in this way. " Despite trying to contact these companies and requesting that they
shouldn’t use her work without permission, she received no response.

In January, McKeman, along with two other artists named Karla Ortiz and Sarah Andersen,
filed a lawsuit against three image-generating companies, including Stability Al and the online
gallery DeviantArt. They seek to proteot their copyrighted ( 7 HZ#X BJ) works and their careers,
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clf“ming that Al-generated images violate({24() the rights of mi[j;ons of artists.

4 “They are seeking compensation( #4Z4:) and a court order |, prevent Al companies {from using
their works without permission. McKeman expressed financial copeems, highlighting that she was
shory of $200 for her rent payment, saying, “It doesn’t feel righy_"

Stability Al declined 1o comment when approached by the Asgociated Press. In a court filing,
the company argued that their program generales new and unique jmages using simple words and
does pot violate copyrights.

Karla Ortiz, who works in the entertainment industry and had her works featured in movies
such as Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 and Jurassic World, worries that companies may view artists
as costly. She questions why they would hire artists when they can pay $30 per month for Al-
generated artwork.

McKeman shares the concemn, wondering if she will have work in the future, stating, “Maybe
In a year, I won’t have a job anymore. "

The case will be decided in San Francisco. In a recent ruling, a federal judge supported the
U. S. Copyright Office’ s decision—not to grant( 7&K\ ) copyright on Al-generated artwork.

24. What is the challenge faced by artist McKernan according to paragraph 19

A. Al producing works similar to hers.

B. Declining art market all over the world,

C. Financial concems during the hard time.

D. Difficulty finding inspiration for her paintings.

25. How did Stability Al defend themselves?

A. They promised to make an apology on their website.

B. They claimed that artists were compensated for their artwork.

C. They argued that they did not use artists” works without permission.

D. They admitted using Al to generate images but denied violation of copyright.

26. What can be leamt about Al-generated artwork according to the federal judge?

A. It represents the progress in art creation,

B. Copyright should not be granted to it.

C.1t should be monitored by the govenment.

D. The decision on its copyright hasn’t been reached.

27. What can be the best title for the text?

A. Anists Disapprove the Use of Al in Art Creation

B. Artists Promise to Compete with Al in Creation

C. Artists Fight Back Against Al Using Their Works

D. Artists Say No to Al-Generated Artwork
C

The recently opened time capsule at the U. S. Military Academy West Point has sparked
excitement and curiosity. Although the initial disappointment was palpable when the box seemed to
contain only dirt, the discovery of hidden treasures has reawakened interest in the historical
significance of the artifacts.

1 The time capsule, believed to have been placed by West Point military students, was found
inside the base of a memonal dedicated to Thaddeus Kosciuszko, a Revolutionary War hero. The
contents of the capsule, revealed during a ceremonial opening at the military school, included six
silver American coins dating from 1795 and 1828, as well as a medal commemorating ( £0:2:) the

[crie Canal from 1826. |
While the live opening event did not provide the expected glimpse into historical military
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objects or documents, it has dEEDened the mystery surrounding the purpose of the time capdule,
The discovery of these valuablé coins and medal supports the theory that the box was buried by lhe
military students sometime between 1828 and 1829. Additional research will be conducted to explore
other potential surprises within the capsule.

The preservation and investigation of the time capsule hold immense historical value, ¢asting
light on the past and connecting the present generation with the stories and legacy of those'who
came before. Archeologist Paul Hudson, despite the initial letdown, remains optimistic about the
ongoing research possibilities and the potential insights awaiting discovery.

As experts explore further into the remains of the time capsule, they aim to uncover any
remaining artifacts and gain a better understanding of the time period and the motivations behind
burying this historical treasure. The challenge lies in preserving and studying the fragile matenals
considering the potential damage caused by moisture and the passage of nearly two centunes.

The exploration of this time capsule serves as a reminder of our shared history and the
importance of preserving and celebrating the contributions and sacrifices made by those who paved
the way for future generations. The story of the West Point time capsule continues to capture the
imagination of historians, researchers, and the public, as they eagerly await further discoveries and
insights from this extraordinary find.

28. What does the underlined word “palpable” in paragraph 1 mean?
A. Apparent. B. Unreasonable. C. Lasting. D. Impossible.
29. What does the discovery of the coins.and medal confirm about the time capsule?

A. It was placed to commemorate the Ene Canal.

B. It was buried during the Revolutionary War.

C. It was treated well as a gift from a foreign country.

D. It was likely buried by military students in the 1800s.

30. What 1s Paul Hudson planning to do next with the remains of the time capsule?
A. Donate them to a museum. B. Sell them to collectors.
C. Bury them again for future generations. D. Continue studying them for further insignts!
31. Why is preserving and studying the maternials from the time capsule challenging?
A. They are difficult to analyze due to their small size.
B. They may have been seriously damaged over the two centuries.
C. They had been heavily damaged before the capsule was buried.
D. The time capsule had been placed in a remote and naccessible location.
D

Most e-bikes have rechargeable lithium-ion (£ ) batteries, the same as those in smartphones
and laptops. All these batteries have the potential to fail when damaged, overcharged or operated in
extreme temperature conditions. E-bike batteries, though, are much bigger—between 50 to 100
times more—than the ones in our personal electronics, and thus pose a greater risk.

On May 20, a folding bike in a South London apartment began smoking, and within seconds a
big flame erupted. According to Dom Ellis, deputy commissioner for the London Fire Brigade, the
bike’ s owner purchased it second-hand and bought an aftermarket battery from an unappointed
online marketplace. el

Lithium-ion batteries are popular because they’ re easily rechargeable. But if something f4ils,
they can overheat, said Anna Stefanopoulou, professor of mechanical engineering at the University
of Michigan. This kicks off a bad cycle called thermal runaway. The melting battery materialsh fuel
the flames, giving off more heat, and that heat also creates a flammable gas, she said. In:vgther
words, when a battery breaks down, the fire is self-sustaining and hot. ity

Electric cars also contain lithum-ion batteries, but fires are less common compared ayith

e-bikes. Cars have cooling systems and their batteries are more protected, she said. E-bikes, on
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the other hand, don’t have temperature regylaors( #1928 ) and their batteries are more exposed to
the environment and possible impact, $o0 ming, flaws( Rf&) can become problems, Stefanopoulou
added. She said the cheaper hatteries can suffer {rom problems and low-quality control.

E-bike riders also tend to use their batterjes more aggressively. A huge battery in an electric
car can last more than 200 miles, and drivers top them off regularly. E-bike owners are used to
draining( #£/R) their batteries again and again throughout the week, which can add to the stress.
32. Why are e-bike batteries much more dangerous than the ones in our phones?

A. They use different materials. B. They are easy 10 overcharge or damage.
C. They are much larger in volume. D. They need more frequenl recharging.
33. What may be the main problem with the folding bike mentioned in the text?
A. It was purchased from another user second-hand.
B. It was provided by an unqualified producer.,
C. It was already out of date when bought second-hand.
D. Its original battery was replaced with an aftermarket one.
34. What is mainly discussed about lithium-1on batteries in paragraph 37
A. Why they are popular. B. How they are recharged.
C. Why they cause big fires. D. What often causes their failure.
35. What are e-bike buyers or users recommended to do?
A. Recharge the battery every day.
B. Never choose cheaper batteries to save money.
C. Select a battery with a temperature regulator.
D. Use the battery as often as possible.
FoAT(3E S /N BANE 2.5 5%, W5y 12.5 4))
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Criticism is never fun. If it is constructive, then you can use it to become a more well-rounded
person. If it’s only meant to harm you, then you can work on shaking it off like a bad habit. 36

® Accept that you’ re not perfect. This is a great way to deal with criticism. To be able to take
a little bit of feedback ( JZ4ft), you can’t keep thinking that you can do no wrong. .Nobody’ s
perfect, so if you think you’re perfect, then you’re nobody. Every person has disadvantages. 37

® See if there’ s some truth to it. If the feedback is coming from a person who has your best
interest in mind, then you have to consider the possibility that there really is some truth to those
words. 38 If ten people say that you are selfish, then they can’t all be wrong, can they? Take
a moment to consider the possibility that this person is really on to -something.

¢ 39 If you have received some criticism delivered in.a friendly and helpful way, or just
in a way meant to be honest and clear, just take the time to thank the person and to say that you
appreciate the fact that the person told you something that can make you an even better friend,
student, or professional.

e Stop making excuses. If someone is giving you reasonable criticism, stop making excuses. If
you get defensive and make excuses, then the person won’t be able to finish telling you exactly
what he or she means, and you won’t get the information you need to really improve. It’ s natural
that we feel defensive and get the feeling that we can do no wrong. _ 40
A. Work on being less sensitive.

B. Thank the person for being honest.

C. The following tips can be helpful to you.

D. Most people are able to deal with criticism properly.

E. It’ s even more likely if you’ ve heard similar comments before.

F. But it’ s important to hear people out before you cut them off to prove you’ re perfect.
G. If you don’ t see any of yours, you’ re not analyzing yourself as closely as you should.
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I realized last year that I had lived here longer than my mom did. That just didn’ t seem right to
me. If anyone 41 a long life, it was my mom. She was kind, cheerful and filled with love.
During her last four years, she fought 42 againsl cancer and never gave up, | remember calling
her every day to tell her I loved her, something I didn’{ do that much as a child. I _ 43  not
telling her that more often when I was a child. __44 | she passed away al the age of 55.

After her death, my own health broke. 1 developed double pneumonia ( JJfi #¢ ). Later,
although my body 45 , my spirit remained burdened with 46 . I couldn’t imagine living
without my mom, and I wanted my 47  to know her love. One day, while I sat in pain on the
couch, my little girl climbed onto my laps to __ 48  me. Her brother joined her, and I held them
both closely. In that moment, I felt Mom’s loving _ 49  in the room. I knew I had to keep going.

I promised myself that [ would 50  stories of Mom’s love and beautiful soul with my children.
[ believed that her 51 spirit would always live within me. I could hear her laughter in my
mind, 52 me to rise up and live again.

Each day is a fresh beginning. Mom lived by this _ 53 . She never wasted a single moment,

54  laughter, love, and kindness to everyone she met. Each day, she made the world a better
place for our family. I will strive to follow her example and embrace each day as anew 55  for
joy and growth.

41. A. demanded B. deserved C. enjoyed D. anticipated
42. A. bravely B. aimlessly C. impatiently D. secretly
43. A. practice B. regret C. imagine D. consider
44. A. Undeniably B. Typically C. Obviously D. Unluckily
45. A. collapsed B. resisted C. recovered D. shook

46. A. challenges B. purpose C. debts D. sorrow

47. A. children B. neighbors C. workmates D. students
48. A. bother B. comfort C. convince D. protect
49. A. attitude B. capacity C. guidance D. presence
50. A. combine B. compare C. read D. share

51. A. ambitious B. independent C. gentle D. professional
52. A. training B. forbidding C. begging D. urging

53. A. authority B. dimension C. principle D. theory

54. A. spreading B. promising C. explaining D. teaching
55. A. order B. opportunity C. fashion D. conclusion
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Huangmei opera( also Huangmei diao or Hubei opera), ~ 56  dates back to the late Ming
Dynasty and early Qing Dynasty, is a traditional Chinese opera. 57 ( establish) in the
Huangmei region of Hubei Province, it has developed greatly over the years.

58 (initial ) performed by local folk artists in rural areas, Huangmei opera gained
popularity during the 18th century. It featured lively music, singing, and dancing, often based on
popular legends, historical events, and folk tales. As 59  unique art form, it provided
amusement for the common people.

In the early 20th century, Huangmei opera __ 60  (experience) significant development when
renowned Peking Opera artist Mei Lanfang incorporated ( 44 3f ) Huangmei tunes into his
performances. This exposure helped Huangmei opera gain 61 ( recognize) beyond Hubei
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Province, introducing its distinctive musical style to a __62 (wide) oudience.

Today, Huangme: opera continues to be one of the major reginal opera genres in China. So
far greal changes and advancements 63 (make) by combining ygre refined singing techniques,
intricgte movements, and sophisticated stage design. Modem [juangmei opera performances
combine traditional _ 64  ( element) with contemporary adapations, allracting many young
People.

Despite facing challenges from modem entertainment formg, Huangmei opera remains an
imporant cultural heritage that is actively preserved and promoted. Today, various organizalions
and socielies are devoted _ 65 training new performers, organizing performances, and conducting
research 10 ensure the preservation and development of this unique art form.
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Heart transplants are a lifesaving procedure, but often we do not know much about the donor of
the heart.

“Your mother needs a new heart,” my father told me when I called on that December
afternoon. But, although my two sisters and I knew that our mother had heart problems, this was
shocking news. We went together the next day to the hospital in Boston for a conference with her
doctors.

Dr Marc Semigran of the transplant team reviewed my mother’ s medical history. She’d had an
irregular and rapid heartbeat for most of her life. My mother had a 60 percent chance of living six
months. She could have a longer life with a transplant, but there were risks. She was at the top end
of the age group. Sixty years old, we were told, was generally the cut-off point for heart-transplant
palienls. Besides, hearts were hard to come by.

We planned to apply to the programme of heart transplants, and she would probably have to
wait 9 to 12 months for a donor. She was told to go home and try to live a normal life.

While we waited, 1 thought a great deal about my mother. She grew up in Yarmouthport,
Massachuselts, a tenth-generation descendant of its founder. She told me stories about life 1n the
early part of this century and gave me glimpses of our forebears: a general-store owner, a sea
captain, a clergyman.

We' d already gone from shock, over our mother’ s condition, to worry. My family was coming
together, trying to provide strength and to work out what to do.

Word came later in December that she had been accepted into the programme. Her doctor 10ld
us one of the reasons she had been accepted, at her age, was that she had such strong family
suppert. We all began to adjust to the idea of our mother’s having a new heart.

HE L S5 R 150 ©~5F;
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One Monday in May, at about 8 pm, my mother recewved a phone call from the hospital.

When wondering who was the donor, I heard that a young man died from a car accident.
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Text 1

M: How do you like this suit for my new job?

W. Well, the style is fine. But you might need to reconsider the choice of color.
Text 2

W I left my umbrella in my room. Wait while 1 go back to get it.

M: Don’t bother. The weather report says it will clear up by noon

Text 3

W: What’ s wrong with your [inger? Did you hurt it during the Cooking Competition?
M: No. I cul it accidentally when 1 peeled an apple for my grandmother in the garden this morning.
Text 4

W I called you last week, but no answer. Have you moved, or something?

M. No, my new manager asked me to stay in California for a few days.

Text 5

M. Can you tell me how much I can earn in your company, Ms. Brown?

W. Well, it depends on your performance.

M: Would you mind telling me the exact amount of the salary?

W: Anyway, I can give you at least 3,200 dollars each month.
Text 6

. Hello. This is Tom White. 1’ d like to speak to David.

+ 1" m sorry, but there’ s no one here by that name.

. Isn’ t this the Smiths?

: Yes, this is the Smiths. What number are you calling?

. I was calling 555-2893. Maybe my finger slipped and I touched the wrong number,

: No, you called the right number. This is 555-2893. But there’ s no one named David here.

=€ =€ 249 =

: Oh, sorry to have bothered you. 1'1l check the number again.

|

ext 7

: What will you do with those hooks?

. | will throw them away.

: Why?

: Because those books will not be used again.

: Why not donate them to the children in the mountains?

. | think they don’t need them because the government has given them books.

B F & & ¥

: Please don’t waste those books. 1 can help post them there. Those books are very important for them. It’ s really

difficult for them to buy books.

M: But th;st.. bpuks{,&rﬁnqld and not in good condition,
RIEAC R\ 512 B J7 G




W. Yes, they are. But those books still contain important knowledge. Don’t you think so?

M: All right. Please take them.

W: Thank you.

Text 8

W . Hello. Online Meals Service. We provide everything you need to make meals.

M. Hello. Could you tell me about the different meal options?

W Sure. First, we have Meals for Two. It’ s £ 60 per week. Then we offer a Family Meals option, which is suitable for
two adulls and up to three children. It was £ 90 per week, but we’ ve reduced the price by £ 10 since last month.

M: Great!

W: There’ s one more option, Luxury Meals. It consists of dishes from various countries. It’s £ 70 a week.

M: It’s good value for money. 1’1l choose this one. When do you deliver?

W Our delivery truck will come to your home twice a week—on Tuesday and Friday. Today is Thursday. I’ Il confirm
your order in a moment, so you can get fresh ingredients tomorrow.

Text 9

W . Have you seen this plan in the local paper for changes to the city centre?

M. Oh, you mean the idea to ban cars from the centre?

W: Yes, and only buses and bikes will be allowed. What do you think of the idea?

M: Oh, I'm in favour of it. I think it would be really good for the environment.

W. Well, it’ s been shown that buses are more polluting than cars.

M: How can they be? But even if they are at the moment, it seems to me that they will get better. They’1l get replaced
with electric buses or something like that.

W: Maybe,.

M: Does that mean you’ re against it?

W.: Yes, I think I am. According to the arlicle, when they did a trial in another lown, there was a reduclion in shop
sales, almost ten percent.

M: The situation will get better if more people come in on buses. | suppose the main thing for the government to do is
make sure we have better public transport.

Text 10

M. In October, 12 pupils completed their exploration. To complete the exploration, they would have to travel for 7
hours per day over 3 days, camping on the nights of the first and second days.

Divided into three groups, they slarted the exploration al Ryka’ s Café and walked over and around Box Hill and the
surrounding area. With fully loaded backpacks of food, clothes and camping equipment, the groups found the first day
quite hard going and only managed to reach the first campsite after 7 pm, meaning they had to set up their tents and cook
their food in the dark. With many lessons learned, the going was easier on the second day and the groups managed to get
to their next campsite by 4 pm, giving them some time to play football and a group game of Uno.

On the last day, with the backpacks lighter, having eaten most of their food, the groups enjoyed the great weather on
their walk back towards Ryka’s Café, stopping on their way to get feedback from the assessors. All of the pupils on the
exploration passed with flying colors and are looking forward to signing up for the Gold award and getting out again as soon
as possible.
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One possible version:

As we all know, forests are the “ cradle of human beings™ and the *lungs of the earth”. Forests can prevent the
wind, fix the sand, preserve soil and water, purify the air, reduce the noise and beautify the environment. They also
provide humans with a variety of wood, dried and fresh fruits, woody oils, wildlife, Chinese herbs and other forest by-
products. They are home to many wild animals. So, they play an inestimable role in regulating global climate and
protecling biodiversity.

Now, it is time to protect the forest. Only by joining hands can we make a difference. To protect the forest is to
protect ourselves.
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One possible version .

One Monday in May, at about 8 pm, my mother received a phone call from the hospital. On hearing the good news
that a heart was available, we jumped with excitemenl, and in the meantime, we were nol convinced whether the
operation would be successful. As my mother was about to be taken to surgery, we held her hands tightly and comforted
her. It was a long wait outside the operating room. Six hours later, a doctor told us that the conditions could not have
been better and the heart transplant was successful, which relieved us.

When wondering who was the donor, I heard that @ young man died from a car accident. 1 suspected his heart was
beating in my mother’ s chest, although I would never know for certain. The transplant process indicated that one family’s
loss was another family " s gain. To our relief, my mother recovered gradually. We developed a feeling of love for her new
heart, of gratitude to the doctors and those people who made a decision not for her, but for humanity. A heart was a gift
and a gift was to be accepted as one. Whoever the donor was, I owe him my appreciation for my mother’ s new heart.
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